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Reader’s Guide for The Vintner’s Daughter
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: slums of Manhattan’s Lower East Side, and ultimately
the rolling hills and sprawling vineyards of Napa—to
accentuate Sara’s emotional journey?

3. Sara and Lydia are like “two sides of a coin, one
minted for pageantry, the other for practicality.” As
the story progresses, what do the sisters learn from
each other?

4. Is Marguerite Thibault a failure as a mother? What
are the motivations behind her choices?

Bastien and Philippe’s personalities differ dramatically, even though they are brothers, and
were raised by the same parents. Where does their difference in character stem from?

Objects play meaningful roles in this story. What values or sentiments are attached to Sara’s
claret-colored shawl, Papa’s boots, Sara’s wooden cross and Maman’s Bible, for example?

Which secondary characters (Jacques, Bastien, Papa, Maman, Marie, Luc, Reverend Mother,
the nuns, Aurora, the Chinese, Lamont, Linnette, etc.) influence Sara or Philippe the most?
Why?

If you could sit down and chat with one of the characters over drinks, whom would you
choose?

Which scene(s) from the novel do you find most memorable?

Now that you’ve finished reading The Vintner’s Daughter, what are your expectations for its
sequels?
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